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WILLIAM MASSIE'S WILL 

Through the courtesy of Hon. Eugene C. Massie, of Richmond, the 
editors have come lately in possession of the will of William Massie 
(numbered 18 in the Massie Pedigree, Quarterly, XIIL, p. 197), son of 
William Massie (numbered 15). This shows that he continued to reside 
in New Kent Co., married Anne, and died in that county in 1793, leaving 
four children, Mary, Hugh, William Macon and Thomas Massie. His great- 
granddaughter, Miss Maggie S. Moody, of Meridian, Mississippi, has 
the original will. According to information derived from her, Anne, the 
wife of William Massie mentioned in the will, was Anne Chamberlayne. 

In the name of God amen. I William Massie of the Parish 
of Saint Peter in the County of New Kent being infirm of body 
but of perfect natural sence and memory do hereby make, ordain, 
and constitute this to be my will and Testament in manner and 
form following that is to say — First my Will ard desire is that 
my land and plantation whereon I now live shall be kept together 
until my younger son William Macon Massie arrives at the age of 
twenty one years and after that period, I will and desire that the 
said land and plantation except the dower thereon of my wife 
Anne Massie shall be equally divided between my following chil- 
dren to-wit: Mary Massie, Hugh Massie, & my son William 
Macon Massie ; in the meantime during the afore-mentioned con- 
tinuance of the said land and plantation in the state as above de- 
sired, my will is that my said wife, Anne Massie, may remain 
thereon, and out of the profits arising out of the same maintain, 
cloath, and educate my said sons, Hugh Massie, and William 
Macon Massie, in a manner suitable to their station and as may 
conduce most to their advantage, until they arrive at the age 
of Twenty one years, and also maintain and cloath my said daugh- 
ter, Mary Massie in like manner until she shall marry. Item. 
I give and bequeath to my said daughter Mary Massie, 
my negro girl called Salley to her and her heirs forever. Item. 
I lend to my loving wife, Anne Massie during her natural life my 
negro called Alley and after her death I give the said Alley to my 
afore said daughter Mary Massie, to her and her heirs forever. 
Item. I will and desire that the three children which the said 
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Alley now has may be divided between my said three children, 
Mary Massie, Hugh Massie William Macon Massie when the said 
William Macon shall arrive at the age of twenty one years. Item. 
I lend to my said wife Anne Massie during her natural life 
negroes named Lauria & Dorcas and after her death, I will and 
desire that the two said negroes Lauria & Dorcas may be equally 
divided between my said three children, Mary Massie, Hugh 
Massie and William Macon Massie to them and their hers for- 
ever. Item. I give to my daughter Mary Massie one negro 
woman named Pattey to her and her heirs forever. Item. My 
will and desire is that all the rest of the slaves not herein before 
mentioned may remain on my said land and plantation for the pur- 
pose herein recited to-wit: for the maintenance of my said wife 
Anne Massie, and for the maintenance of my said daughter until 
she marry, and for the maintenance cloathing, and education of 
my sons, Hugh Massie & William Macon Massie until they shall 
arrive at the age of twenty one years and after my said son 
William Macon Massie shall arrive at the age of twenty-one years 
as before specified I will and desire that the residue of my slaves 
not specially here by devised may be divided into four equal parts, 
one whereof I lend to my said loving wife Anne Massie during 
her natural life, and the other three parts I give and bequeath 
unto my afore-mentioned three children, Mary Massie Hugh 
Massie & William Macon Massie and after the death of my said 
wife I give unto my said three children, Mary Massie, Hugh 
Massie & William Macon Massie such portion of my said residue 
of slaves as shall be allotted to my said wife during her life in 
pursuance of the loan thereof herein devised for her. Item. I 
will and desire in case my said son William Macon Massie shall 
die before he arrive to the age of twenty one years, the lands and 
plantations afore mentioned shall be equally divided between the 
survivors of my said three children Mary Massie, Hugh Massie 
& William Macon Massie when my said son Hugh shall arrive to 
the age of twenty one years and likewise in substance I will that 
the several other dispositions of my estate hereinbefore recited 
to take effect at the said period of my son William Macon Massie's 
arrival at the age of twenty one years shall in like manner take 
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effect on the arrival of my said son Hugh Massie to that age. 
Item. If it should be necessary that any part of my aforesaid 
estate should be sold for the payment of debts, I will and desire 
that the part of my land lying on the north side of the road 
whereon the mill seat is situated may be sold together with that 
seat for such purpose. Item. I give to my son Thomas Massie 
Ten Pounds to be raised out of my aforesaid estate when it can 
be conveniently obtained thereby. 

Lastly, I appoint and constitute my friends William Cham- 
berlayne and William H. Macon to be executors of this my last 
will and Testament. 

In witness whereof of all the afore-mentioned promises I have 
hereinto set my hand and seal this Thirtieth day of Jan'y Anno 
Domini One thousand seven hundred and ninety three. 

W. Massie. (Seal) 

Signed and sealed in presence of, 

John Brown At a Court held for New Kent County on 

John Clopton The nth day of , 1793 this will was 

T. Moody put into court by William Chamberlayne, 

one of the executors there in named & 
sworn to by him, and being proven by the oath of John Clopton 
and Thos. Moody, two of the witnesses thereto subscribed is 
ordered to be recorded, and on the motion of the said executor 
certificate is granted him for obtaining a probate thereof in due 
room, he having given bond according to law. 

Test. 

Will Clayton, C. Ct. 

Richmond, Va. 
June 12, 1893. 
The copy from which this copy was made was sent to me by 
Miss Maggie S. Moody, of Meridian, Mississippi, the g g grand- 
daughter of William Massie, the testator, stating that the original 
was in a good state of preservation. 

Eugene C. Massie. 



